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Abstract
The study aimed to determine the level of difficulties associated with solving mathematical
word problems among basic education students, as perceived by mathematics teachers in
Waddan, to examine the relationships among the study dimensions, and to explore differences
in responses according to gender. The study employed a descriptive correlational approach
using a cross-sectional design and targeted a finite population of 99 male and female teachers
from nine basic education schools. A total of 83 valid questionnaires were included in the
analysis, representing 83.8% of the target population .
The instrument consisted of 26 items distributed across three dimensions: difficulties in lesson
planning, difficulties in lesson implementation, and students’ learning difficulties, measured
using a five-point Likert scale. The results showed that the overall level of difficulties was
high, with a mean score of 3.46. Difficulties in lesson implementation ranked first, with a mean
of 3.58, followed by lesson-planning difficulties (M = 3.45), while students’ learning
difficulties ranked third (M = 3.37) and were rated at a moderate level. Statistically significant
positive correlations were found among the three dimensions (r =.376—.636, p <.001).
The exploratory analysis using Welch’s t-test revealed no statistically significant gender
difference, t(6.46) = —1.41, p = .204, with a small effect size (Hedges’ g = —.24). This finding
should be interpreted with caution due to the substantial imbalance in the sizes of the two
gender groups. The study recommends providing mathematics teachers with training on
representing word problems verbally and symbolically, diversifying instructional
implementation strategies, and connecting mathematical problems to real-life contexts. It also
recommends conducting further studies using more gender-balanced samples.
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